Corwith Township Planning Commission Minutes
September 29, 2025 Meeting, Township Hall 6:00 PM

Meeting Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance: Chair Judi Jarecki called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM

Roll Call: Jim Neeley V Maureen Charbonneau Others present:
Judi Jarecki / Richard Millington v None
Tom Kellogg /

Approval of August 25, 2025 Minutes: A discussion of items in the Minutes included the Black Bear Golf
Club special use permitting process, the cancellation of the Annual Otsego Lake Fly-In through the
Emergency Management and Parks and Recreation Departments, which led to further discussion
regarding funding needs to address safety issues during public events, risk factors and insurance. Land
Use Services issues were also discussed, such as zoning ordinance enforcement and fiscal
sustainability. The Land Use Services costs and revenue fact sheet as distributed to the townships by
Mr. Marquard on August 18, 2025 would be of further help in understanding the fiscal circumstances of
the Department if the total revenue sources including permitting fees and quarterly or annual average
expenditures were also provided. The Planning Commission members would like to request a copy of a
recent Profit/Loss statement of the Department, with line-item budgets vs. costs incurred for further
discussion.

Kellogg motioned to approve the August Minutes. Neeley seconded, motion carried by all present.

Correspondence: MTA Focus; training information from Michigan Townships Association (MTA). Some
members of the Planning Commission expressed interest in attending the MTA Planning & Zoning
Retreat on October 29-30, 2025. The “Early-bird” conference fee is due before three weeks prior to the
conference. Kellogg advised contacting the Township Clerk to help make registration arrangements.

Public Comment: None

Planning Commission Items:

1. Township Planning Commission (TPC):

a) Coordination with Village: Two nonfunctional cameras have been replaced at the Trailhead Park.
They had most likely gotten to the end of their functionality after 7 years on the light post,
exposed to the elements.

b) Master Plan: Kellogg distributed videos on jump drives to TPC members for their information. The
video sessions describe 1) required housing information to be included in the Master Plan, 2)
Ways to shift some zoning requirement processes from lengthy procedures to a simple
administrative review, and 3) Ways to define and address “blight”.

2. Review Otsego County Land Use Services (OCLUS) documents as necessary; make a
recommendation  There were no current OCLUS documents to review at this meeting.

3. Other community issues/activities: The Harvest Festival and a Black Bear Golf Club car show are
both on October 4", There are several upcoming events planned at the PRC Discovery Center: Forensic
Forestry, Elk Expeditions, and a Nature Photography Workshop.

4. Update on Otsego County Planning Commission (OCPC) and Parks and Recreation:

OCPC: The OCPC reviewed a Special Use Permit in Hayes Township; many uses were being
started that are deemed outside of the parameters of the original approval. The family farm has re-
applied for a Special Use Permit with all of their planned uses and activities.

Parks and Rec: The Parks and Rec Department had discussed Basketball League liabilities.
Otsego Lake campground fees are being compared to other similar campgrounds. Electrical meters
will be installed at campsites to monitor the use of electricity in the new 50-amp system. North
Townline Road has been deemed in very poor condition.

Comment: none

Adjourn: 7:54 PM. The next scheduled meeting is at 6 pm on 10/27/2025



