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Greetings friends of the Pigeon River Country State Forest (PRC) and Discovery Center.
We had another great year at the Discovery Center, a few challenges & reached a milestone.
Here are highlights from our 2025 season.

Ice Storm
Aftermath

A once in a century ice
storm struck northern
Michigan in late March.
The PRC and Discovery
Center came through in
good shape, thanks to
clean up efforts of the
Dept. of Natural

Despite extensive tree
damage, recreation
continued in the PRC.

very Center volunteers &
a DNR crew were among those
that helped W/th clean up.

. Millions of trees were
Resources (DNR), Mich. lost or damaged

National Guard, the throughout northern

e

The Witness Tree lost a
few limbs in the storm,

Michiganiaug totie but still seems OK.

local utility companies i

and many volunteers.

A Milestone for the

Discovery Center

This year, for the first time, we hired
a part-time paid staff member,
Katherine Benedict. Katherine

helped us to greatly increase our
educational offerings and presence
in the PRC. She focused primarily
on youth programming and events.
Efforts are currently underway to
secure the support needed to
continue this position in 2026.

A satisfied Discovery Center
visitor expressed what many
of us feel: “I love nature”.

(Left) DNR’s Joy Mittig led a workshop called the “Bird+Forest Katherine kept busy o
Connection” (Right) Abigail Macek from Huron Pines holding workshops for /\j OK. \\ \LE‘
demonstrated how to collect native seeds. kids & families

To learn more about the Discovery Center and the Pigeon River Country State Forest, go to

pigeonriverdiscoverycenter.org or scan the QR code (right)




The Secret of Our Success

The reason that the Discovery Center has made such great
strides and impact over the years is due to partnerships.
Since beginning work on restoring the former head forester’s
1935-era log cabin in 2015, assistance has come in all forms
from interested individuals, groups and organizations. We
appreciate the technical support and guidance from many
organizations including the Dept. of Natural Resources,
Huron Pines, the Pigeon River Country Association,
HeadWaters Land Conservancy, the Otsego County Historical
Society, MSU Extension and so many others. The frosting on
the cake is our loyal and hardworking volunteers, who give
freely of their time and talents to help us in so many
capacities. We literally can’t do this without you!

. Volunteer Sandy

b Allison made a quilt
Just for the

Discovery Center

Geology Exhibit Opens

We were excited to open a geology exhibit in
the Discovery Center this year. This
comprehensive exhibit explains the geology of
the region and contains examples of some of
the most significant rock & fossils found here.

Discovery Center Steering
Committee Volunteers Jan
Kellogg and Sandy Franz
(middle) accepted the
Trailblazer Award on behalf
of the Discovery Center,
from Tourism Bureau
representatives, Paul
Beachnau and Berry Owens.

The geology exhibit is located in the kitchen
of the Discovery Center

We’re on Our Way How You Can Help

We greatly appreciate the donations and Consider making a tax-deductible donation to the Discovery
pledges we have received from many Center. Your support will help us maintain our programming

entities who support what we’re doing and momentum.
and believe in our mission, including: Fill out and mail this coupon or scan the QR code (below).

Name

Otsego Community Foundation
* Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

Street/PO Box
» Awakon Federal Credit Union

City State Zip

We’re not yet to our goal, so please Eriail

Q90
: OIN Donation $
Make check out to “PRCA Discovery Center”.

Q
oow Mail to: PRCA Discovery Center P.O. Box 122, Gaylord, M| 49734




